
Brora Golf Club 
Sutherland, Scotland 

 
Architect:  James Braid (1924) 
 
Tee  Par Yardage Rating   
 
White  70 6211     70 
Yellow  70 5951     70 
 
 
Overview: 
 

Golfers can be a hardy bunch but even for them a trip to Brora is a bit of a trek.  For those making it the 
pilgrimage to Royal Dornoch, a mere three shot par five down the road, this is one worth adding to your 
itinerary.  You won’t venture much further North than this for a round of golf as it sits on the same latitude as 
Juneau, Alaska.  But what you will find is a delightful links layout that, as James Finegan says, “is packed with 
shot-making demands over as rewarding an expanse of duneland-every natural contour from moderate 
wrinkling to fantastic billowing-as any golfer could yearn for”.    
 

James Braid, a five-time Open Championship winner, laid this in the classic links in and out routine on a 
narrow strip of linksland just two holes wide.  The outward nine follow the contour of Kintradwell Bay with the 
ever present shore line on the right giving full view of the sea.   The exposure of the entire links to the sea 
makes for a serious wind effect almost every day.  Don’t be overconfident when you look at the yardages on 
this scorecard because the wind will notch up the challenges considerably. 
 
 The tees and green are often nestled between the dunes which increases how unpredictable the ever-
present breezes will be affecting the flight of your ball.  David Brice says “Brora is a character-filled layout, 
brimming over with personality and an obvious sense of humor.”  The variety of the holes will make you play 
all the shots in your repertoire.  Something worth noting was Braid’s routing  the four par threes each facing a 
different point on the compass as to insist that you must deal with all variations of the wind on any given day. 
 

With the sea on your right there is no out of bounds going out.  Once you turn back the fencing or wall 
on the right to keep you off the private property is considered out of bounds.    Other than the normal array of 
links features, the most omnipresent hazards are the sinewy burns that meander through the playing area on five 
holes.  These can apply the Ka-ching to your scorecard and must be avoided. 
 
 One unusual aspect is the unpaid landscaping service of cows and sheep that wander the property greens 
(ergo the local rule that animal droppings are to be treated as casual water and hoof prints through the green are 
considered ground under repair).  To keep the maintenance troops in check, they have electric fences around 
every green so pay attention as you enter the green complexes.  As Hugh Baillie says in his book on Brora, “It 
has been said that Brora golfers are instantly recognizable  wherever they play….they automatically lift a leg 
going on to a green”.   
 
 Much like Royal Dornoch Brora was a playground for rich men and people with royal pedigree on their 
summer holidays.  One of the regular holiday visitors was the Duke of Sutherland who stayed at Dunrobin 



Castle north of Brora.  During a round when his Grace was apparently not on his “A” game his regular caddie, 
Slogger, when asked by the Duke on the 10th tee “What’s the line here?” he responded “For as much good as 
you’re doing here you’re as well to take the Inverness-Thurso railway line”.  Guessing that Slogger was losing 
the side bet of the day on his Grace’s play.    There is so much history to this place, it is the headquarters of the 
James Braid golfing Society whose members include the Australian Golfing Great, Peter Thomson, Peter Aliss, 
and Ben Crenshaw.   
 
 Brora is a great day of windy golf awaiting.  Make the effort to get there and you will not be 
disappointed. 
 
 
 
Hole-By-Hole Analysis (White): 
 
#1 Par 4  297 yards  Ardassie 
 
The first hole, Ardassie, is named after the reach of rocks on the seaward side, and the name of the house which 
became the Links Hotel and now the Links Apartments.  Slightly dog-legged right around a large dune the hole 
has a receptive and deceptive green hanging like a bookshelf to the right on the low dunes.  The drive is left to a 
blind landing area that will give you a look at the green to the right.  Important to keep the approach on the low 
side of this steep green. 
 
#2 Par 4 344  Bents 
 
The second hole is a sterner test with a pretty view from the elevated tee that is something to behold of the 
Kintradwell Bay and Sutherland Hills. The fairway bunkers define the hole and the best line to the green which 
is set to the right stradled by bunkers. The second is across a rumpled fairway ambling downhill to the green.  
The green has a distinct step front to back which makes the back right pin is particularly difficult because it is 
hidden behind a deep pit. 
 
#3 Par 4 447  Canal 
 
The first of the long par fours, playing like a par five if you are into the wind, this presents your first big 
challenge of the day.   The drive over a ridge and some moguled ground has to be aimed at the last mound on 
the left since everything from tee to green, including the green, slopes right to the sea. A grassy canal which 
bisects the hole. The approach is significantly downhill the last 125 yards and the shot to the green must hit left 
with confidence or you will pay the price with a visit to the deep bunker front right. 
 
#4  Par 4 325  White Post 
 
This is a respite, probably the easiest hole on the course. A drive left center fairway will leave a long pitch to a 
flat green below surrounded by sand.  This is a chance to help your scorecard. 
 
 
 
 



#5 Par 4 428  Burn  
 
The fifth hole is bisected by the Clynelish Burn, which runs past the local distillery of the same name. Keep you 
shots on the left all the way to the green, wandering right ends up in a low area below the dunes and makes for a 
very difficult return to the playing line of the hole.  The tee ball is left of the marker pole and may be less than a 
driver for the big hitter.  Your second shot will traverse the burn into a green half-hidden from view by a big 
sand hill front right. The putting surface leans left off the sand hill so balls work toward the back left. The deep 
hollow behind the green precludes an aggressive  attack. A par here is very gratifying and rare. 
 
#6 Par 3 190  Witch 
 
The first par three is an excellent short hole and , as often is the case with Braid's short holes, nearly all the 
trouble is at the steeply sloped front. The green complex, which looks like a skee-ball lane at Coney Island, has 
a steep front face and is surrounded by deep embedded bunkers.  Green is a small soft tortilla folded in on both 
sides with serious undulation that leads to double breakers. Putting is the key to not giving the back the shot 
gained at the fourth. 
 
#7 Par 4 350  2nd Burn 
 
From the elevated tee on seven you see Achrimsdale Burn running across the course. Drive it left center for the 
best angle at the green.  The bunker on the left is well short of the green and a deep pit front right frames the 
target.  The green tips from front left and most putts are likely to break from the left.  
 
#8 Par 5 501  Long 
 
The first five par this is the longest hole on the golf course and has lots of features to challenge you. Drive is 
blind so hit it over the stake down the left.  It is possible for long hitters to occasionally get on in two shots but 
you have to manage this shot carefully since the approach neck is very narrow and everything leans to the one 
pot bunker off the left front of the green.  The last 100 yards is like an unfurling flag of long grass so it is best to 
traverse this in the air.  A side note, the arctic terns from the club logo arrive in mid May to nest on the 
foreshore.   Not timid, while sitting on eggs or rearing their young they will swoop and dive with a ferocity 
which can draw blood.   
 
#9 Par 3 162  Sea Hole 
 
The view from the elevated tee and the sound of the waves thrashing the rocks behind the green reminds you of 
that this short hole bonds with Kintradwel Bay. Anything right off the tee is a redo.  To the left is a deep 
collection bunker and a nasty hollow overlooks the green on the right. This is a Kodak moment so grab the 
camera to capture this “bonnie view”. 
 
#10 Par 4 425  Greenhill 
 
As you turn toward home the course becomes incrementally more difficult especially if the wind is in your face.  
Since railroad was the transport choice of the age, many courses in the British Isles have a railroad presence and 
here it runs alongside the tenth.  A pretty mundane uphill hole to begin the inward half where you want to crank 
one at the bunker in the middle of the fairway 320 from the tee.  It does have a sloping green with real challenge 



if you are silly enough to leave it above the hole.  The approach shot comes in from the right which makes a 
right pin very difficult to stay near. 
 
#11 Par 4 442  Achrimsdale Burn 
 
Lots of difficulty in this one.  The line off the tee is down the left edge of the fairway at the grassy depression. 
The second shot is problematic across a grass transition and the burn to the narrow green, protected by a hollow 
at the front and bunkered to the left.  Most times you will not be able to see the bottom of the flag so you have 
to trust your yardage. 
 
#12 Par 4 362  Dalchalm 
 
Many consider this the best hole on the course, full of the bumps and humps that make up true links golf.  Out 
of bounds on the right is a concern.  Your tee shot is into an elephant graveyard that could kick your ball any 
which way.  Your approach is a bump shot into a small coffee table green with a well guarded narrow entrance.  
The green slopes away to the back left and the Clynelish Burn meandering not far from the back edge so do not 
say you were not warned. 
 
#13 Par 3 125  Snake 
 
Sam Torrance says this is “a hole of infinite charm”.   What seems to be an easy task in a short pitch is 
challenged by the number of wind battered golf balls that find the Clynelish Burn in front.  Sod wall bunkers 
frame the shot nicely into this putting surface.    It is a small green that leans back left to front right so work  
you shot up that line.  This is a hole you will remember when you are done, hopefully it is a good memory you 
are holding.  
 
#14 Par 4 334  Trap 
 
A relatively easy hole but there are issues with which you must contend.  The green is blind from the tee and the 
deep depression just over the hill top is in play.  If you have any sense, lay up to just before the crest of the hill 
at the aiming stake.  Approach is across the depression to a green that leans toward you and is masked by a low 
dune front right. 
 
#15 Par 4  430  Sahara 
 
You now start a very challenging set of finishing holes so it is time to focus.   A tight blind drive required over a 
high ridge with OB lurking on the right over the hill.  The long second to a plateau green with a narrow entrance 
is the second challenge here.  Be mindful of the deep bunker set into the left side of the putting surface. 
Green has a serious lean front left to back right so do not be surprised if your ball just keeps going once on the 
ground.  Two pot bunkers shadow the middle of the green on the right. 
 
#16 Par 4 345  Plateau 
 
To me this is the most scenic hole you will play today and one you would never see constructed by today’s 
designers.  The look from the tee here is sheer drama as the green sits on a plateau to the right framed by a huge 
dune feeding your eye up the horizon.  Hit a tight draw working up the left side to give you an angle to the 



green that is blind to your approach area.   The second shot to a green perched atop a plateau that adds an 
effective 50 yards to the shot in.  One wicked gully left and a bunker hidden right add more armament to the 
green protection. 
 
#17 Par 4 438  Tarbatness 
 
This is about as cool of a driving hole as you will ever see-Finegan calls this one of the best par fours in 
Scotland.  The hole is named for the lighthouse down the coast that also provides a hint at the preferred line of 
play.  Braid designed the hole for two draws. The first is a drive turning into the narrow neck of the fairway just 
right of the furry mound of long grass in the center of the fairway.  The second is the long approach coming 
from the right working into a tightly bunkered small green set in a hollow. The bunker at the front of the green 
is cleverly placed.  The green slopes front to back into a nasty collection bunker behind the center of the putting 
surface.  Making a par here is nothing short of heroic and is picking one up on the field. 
 
#18 Par 3 201  Home Hole 
  
Ending on a long three par is unusual but it puts real drama into a match that is even going into the last.  The 
eighteenth is abruptly uphill, your shot is all carry with bunkers left and right, a steep valley in front that will 
repel a timid effort.  You cannot make out the bottom of the flag from the tee so you just have to trust your 
calculation of the wind and the hill and aim at the flagpole behind the clubhouse.   There will be a lubricated 
gallery’s scrutinizing from the clubhouse window hovering above the green so make a par and thrill the crowd.  

 
http://www.broragolf.co.uk/ 
  


