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  Par Rating  Slope Yardage 
Gray  72 73  140 6902 
Blue  72 71.1  130 6416 
White  72 68.9  123 5884 
 
Overview: 
 
 Set in the terrain of the foothills of the Shenandoah Mountains this is a hilly course with dramatic up and 
down holes and stunning vistas all around. The golf course is in the same neighborhood as Arthur Hill’s 
Maryland National to which it tends to regularly be compared.  In my estimation Musket Ridge is hands down 
more fun and interesting.   What differentiates it from Maryland National is that it is a consistent strong design 
without any trickery.  Balance of long and short holes is right, par threes have good variety, and the teeth of the 
course are the in finish on both sides.   
 
 Playing Musket Ridge, the first thing one comes away with is the beauty of the settings that surround the 
course.  There are so many holes where you stand on the tee looking at the hole ahead and your eye just gets 
drawn to something five miles in the distance.  At times it can be distracting because the mind starts wandering 
and the scale of the task at hand gets dwarfed by the panoramic view that is consuming your attention. 
 
 The second characteristic worth noting is the quality of the greens.  Pretty generous in size the greens 
are big without being sprawling.  Unlike so many new courses these days these are not tricked up with buried 
pachyderms or absurd segmentation.  Occasionally multiple tiers appear but it is selective and makes sense 
when it is used.  The bunkering around the greens is strategically positioned and can be punitive so you must 
respect their proximity when picking your approach lines.  To my experience, the quality and maintenance of 
the putting surfaces has been top notch.  They can be speedy when cut low but most of the time they run at a 
comfortable speed for recreational play. 
 
 Lastly it is noticeable the way the holes are routed across the hills.  Most holes traverse the fall line of 
the hills so there is a stacked effect to the arrangement of the holes.  The designer uses ridges along the side to 
define and contain each hole and give you relatively level ground to play from.  But the influence of the 
prevailing slope of the property will influence the movement of your ball on the ground.  Wandering  beyond 
those ridges puts your ball in the jeopardy.  To accentuate the look they have let the grass on these side hills 
grow to three feet plus so you have to keep your ball within the parameters of the playing area or you will pay a 
price.   
 

The variety of the holes is astounding.  No two holes look remotely alike.  There is a great mix of long 
and short four pars-ones you think you can drive the green and a number where a solid drive still leaves you the 
full measure of a fairway metal to reach the green.   The front and back both start with scenic holes that tumble 
below your feet and set a tone for the drama of the day.  Strength of both sides is in the last four holes where if 



you lose your focus you will lose control of your scorecard.  The challenge from the Blue Tees is more than 
enough for the mere mortal-play at this distance and you will get your money’s worth. 
 
 Even though you rarely hear Joe Lee’s name mentioned among top designers, he has been around a long 
time and done wonderful work.  He spent most of his career being the junior co-designer with Dick Wilson  
building courses like Cog Hill #4, Laurel Valley, La Costa, and the Blue Monster at Doral.  But in the last 20 
years until his passing in 2003, he has done lots of work on his own that stands to its own distinction.   
 

A book was written by Ron Whitten on Joe Lee’s work in which Lee is quoted as saying of his design 
philosophy,   "I start with the premise that golf should be enjoyable, not a chore. Golfers want a challenge, but 
they want a fair one. An architect cannot put a foot on the golfer's neck and keep it there all day."   His 
philosophy of design is evident in this layout-it is a challenge, but an enjoyable challenge.  One cannot help but 
walk away shaking their head about what could have been, soon to be followed by the nagging sirens calling 
them back for another go at it.   

 
Take the time when you are done to enjoy the food service in the grill room.  It is an intimate room with 

a great view of the finishing holes on both sides.  Food is quite good and makes for a nice accent to a wonderful 
golfing day. 

 
 
Hole-By-Hole Analysis: 
 
#1 Par 4 394/371 
 
 This is a stunning opening hole that appropriately introduces you to the look of this region of Maryland 
which you will enjoy all day long.  You tee off from a precipice looking at a generous landing area below that is 
buffered by a lake between the landing area and the green.  For most people driver is fine here but beware, if 
your really smoke one it can reach the hazard or at least the retention area just before it.  The green set is across 
the hazard with a bunker in front and one right behind the center-so you have to slip a fade in below hole to 
have a birdie chance.  The green is shallow to your approach line so being aggressive to a back pin can bring the 
back bunker into play.  
 
#2 Par 3 155/135 
 
 This may be one of the best short holes on the course-it is just a short to mid-iron shot across lake shared 
with number one.  The green is long, segmented, surrounded by bunkers, and just elevated enough to put doubt 
in your club selection.  Front edge requires a shot aimed at the front right edge to take the front bunker out of 
play.  The middle section drops slightly behind that front bunker and the back is a higher shelf.  The draw 
would work best here-starting out at the right front of the green and working its way to the appropriate level the 
flag resides on.  This is a hole you will kick yourself on if you walk off the green without a par. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#3 Par 4 368/339 
 
 The next few holes will test your ability to manage your driving clubs.  This one is a slippery eel 
sprawled across the top of low area to the right.  You drive across the back of the hazard you have seen the last 
two holes to a sloped driving area on level to your tee box.  Aim at the right edge of bunker with a fade turns 
toward the green working its way down the slope.  From there it is a short iron to a green complex below you 
and angled to the right.  Front left of the green is open and safe but will leave you a long putt.  Missing long and 
right is trouble in that there is a canal that runs adjacent to the hole.  With a well placed drive making birdie is a 
good possibility. 
 
#4 Par 4 387/362 
 
 From the tee the hole looks pretty straight, yet it has a topographical lean to the right and the bunker on 
the right of the driving area is begging you to hit over it.  Do not be tempted-aim a slight fade at the bunker 
through the landing area on the left.  Green here is fairly deep and tilted back to you.  The bunkers front and left 
are very deep and make a precise approach a premium.  The back right of the green can get dicey-over is a 
major unforced error.  A simple hole to the eye but it is the #3 handicap hole so play it with respect. 
 
#5 Par 4 374/356 
 
 The influence of the hilly topography now gets ratcheted up over the next five holes.  This is a short par 
four where you drive it over a gully to a landing area that spreads to the left.  The hole turns back to the right 
with the green tucked behind the mounding that obscures the right side of the hole.  From the tee, the only big 
mistake is taking on the bunker on the right.  The big hitters can fly this corner and end up with a very short 
pitch, but missing in the bunker, or worse to the right in the hills and the hay, is a sure double or worse.  From 
the landing area on the left the green stretches out away and to the left behind a very deep bunker.  It ramps up 
from front to back so be aggressive to the place the pin resides.  An articulate drive gives a chance for a routine 
par-an loose drive can bring any number of scores to mind. 
 
#6 Par 5 491/459 
 
 This is the Kings Dominion Rebel Yell five par.  Definitely reachable in two, full of precarious dangers 
if you are errant on any shot.  Driver from the high tee ground to a generous landing area below flanked by a 
pair of fairway bunkers on the right.  Big error is missing left because the no mans land on the left that is tight 
to the fairway. A drive even to the center of those bunkers will be only 200 yards from the green.  From there 
the ground humps up and over a set of bunkers and then tumbles sharply to the left to a green set below on a 
little shelf.  The approach to the green in two is a draw that starts out over the right edge of the bunkers and 
turns with the hill tumbling to the left.  There is a bail out pitching area below the green to the right, but missing 
left or long is not an option.  If the tee ball makes you lay up, the appropriate spot is about 110/120 to the right 
of the bunkers-this leaves you with a manageable downhill pitch to the green below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#7 422/386 
 
 You can feel the difficulty of the holes stepping up as you go.  This one is a beast of a par four-not 
harrowing to look at but fraught with peril.  The fairway traverses the fall line of the hills to the right and hangs 
over an oblivion on the left with a landing area narrowing precipitously the farther you hit it.  But you cannot 
back down here, you must hit a hard controlled draw at the foot of the hills on the right and turn it into the neck 
of the landing area.  You will still have close to 200ish to a green that is on level to you with a bit of a false 
front.  Lee provided you a safe line to approach from the right to work around the ghoulish bunker that haunts 
the front left of the green.  A pitch and a putt par from the hollow just right of the bunker is a likely eventuality.  
Very stern hole-great sense of satisfaction if you make par. 
 
 
 
#8 193/170 
 
 A chance to catch a breath on this three par-the challenge at hand is all in front of you.  Probably a 
hybrid or fairway metal from a raised tee to a green a touch below you.  The bunkering arrangement sets up the 
shape of this shot with two bunkers front left and side left and one adjacent to the green on the right.  It is a  
draw up the opening into a green that ramps toward you and to the left.  If you get wayward left off this tee 
things will go further left and you can make a high number.  Just focus on the middle of this green and hit it 
there. 
 
#9 543/528 
 
 Like so many of the holes out here this one traverses the prevalent slope of the property but provides just 
enough of a ledge to play on if you can constrain your curve.  The hole ramps up steadily from tee to green and 
has narrowing features as you work your way to the green.  For most mortals this green is three shots so whisk 
away any macho notions in your head.   The drive is similar to #7 you just need to hold it against the slope from 
the right and end up center.  Your second shot is blind to the landing area over a major sand intrusion beginning 
at 200 that you can ill afford to visit.  Hit the lay up to 100 yards-this is just before the fairway narrows further.  
The green is a narrow ribbon perched on a hill and the approach plays about a half a club more for this elevation 
change.  Note the dogleg shape of the green-you will have to be creative with the shape of your shot to get close 
to a back pin.  After the trek up this last hole you deserve a cool one before you head to the back nine. 
 
#10 511/476 
 
 Your best scoring opportunities of the day are in the first four holes of this side.  In sharp contrast to #9 
this is a hole where you feel you can extend your arms.  A downhill par five the hole is reachable in two with 
the right roll out on the tee ball-hit a hard one at the center of the fairway working off the bunker on the right.  If 
you reach 225 this is a full green light but beware of the massive waste bunker on the left.   Besides being 
almost a hundred yards long the bunker has a prodding finger that reaches across the fairway at about 40 yards 
and will pull tentative shots into it’s clutches.  The second shot is another draw aimed at the greenside bunker 
on the right turning down the ramp onto the putting surface.  This green tips back to front so it is very receptive 
to an approach shot with pace.  If you choose to lay up stay back at 100 or more on the right side of the fairway 
to get the best look down to the green. 
 



#11 319/268 
 
 The driveable par four has a certain mystique about it-the macho temptation presented has to be 
tempered by reasoned consideration of risk and reward.  Usually there is water in the equation and that seems to 
frame quite starkly the risk side of the equation.  This one is tantalizing because there is no absolute hazard in 
the picture and the downhill elevation change from tee to green makes the challenge even more enticing.  The 
devil is in what you cannot see, that is the fall off to wooded wilderness around the corner of this dogleg left.  
To get to this green you have to hit a soaring drive over the trees on the corner and find the path to the opening 
of the green you cannot see.  This takes serious visualization.   Any hook will end up in the deep bunkers front 
and left of the green or worse find the wood thicket beyond.  Hitting a ball that follows the shape of the hole is 
equally precarious because if you aim right and the green and fail to draw it you can hit it through the fairway 
into an equally hairy fate.   
 
 From this elevated tee the safe shot is about 200 yards right center at the third bunker on the right.  The 
ball will fall into a narrowing slot about 110 from the green. Now you face an uphill pitch to a stepped green 
with a narrow front that widens as the green gets deeper.  Birdie can be made with an articulate wedge.  Nuff 
said. 
 
#12 474/436 
 
 This reverse Z-shaped par five borders on goofy but it does present a real scoring opportunity if you can 
place your ball carefully on all three shots.  From an elevated tee you drive the ball into the first nook of the Z 
as the hole turns to the left.  Make sure to turn on your left turn signal because your draw will follow the curve 
and chase down the hole to as little as 190 yards from the green.  Anything over the left corner that fails to clear 
the dogleg will be a reload and a bogie or worse.  If you choose to go for the green on your second it must carry 
across almost 100 yards of bunker that dominates the right side of the hole into a green set in the last turn of the 
Z.  The green is not that deep, actually sits on a 8 to 2 diagonal to the approach line.  A lay up would be wide 
left to about 75 yards from the green to get an unobstructed view of the putting surface.  This green has a fair bit 
of pitch from left to right and is ramped up from front to back as well. 
 
#13 163/148 
 
 Last of the obvious scoring opps.  This is an on level three par with a bit of peek-a-boo in that bunker 
front right masks the surface from clear view.  The triangle shaped green sits on a 7 to 1 angle and there is not a 
hole lot of width in any lobe that holds the pin.  Safest approach is a fade aimed at the left front working up to 
the center of the green.  Any of the bunkers is a bogie waiting to happen so pick a middle iron and hit it smooth. 
 
#14 384/336 
 
 Enough lollygagging, it is about to get serious now.  This one does not appear that difficult when you 
look at the map but it is probably the most difficult par on this side except for #16.  The proportions of the hole 
are enigmatic-the first shot looks fairly short-about 210 to clear the bunker on the corner-but the long grass that 
fills the hills on the left will trap a ball cutting the corner with a too much draw.  The aiming point is actually to 
the right of the bunker with a draw but this brings the right hay into play if the ball does not curve.  Once you 
have negotiated a drive safely, the second half of the hole is much wider but it ramps up considerably and the 
green is draped on a 4 to 10 angle above a very naughty bunker front left.  The green has serious ramping back 



to front and the best approach is a draw that works the slope of the green and turns left toward the day’s pin.  
For some reason guys tend to under club this approach-not sure if it is the up ramp or the angle of the green 
away from you creates a sense that the target is closer than it really is.  Most pars here are with a short game 
save. 
 
#15 341/319 
 
 When you stand on this tee your first reaction is this hole is not very long should be a pushover.  Then 
you notice that the right side of the hole does not exist at all and the required dexterity to stay on what remains 
of the hole changes the equation significantly.  The hole is a cliffhanger from tee to green so if you don’t want 
to deploy the bat chute you will be keeping your ball up the left on all shots.  Drive is a draw that turns into the 
foot of the hill that defines the left side of the driving area-kind of a Jai Alai play off the side wall.  It is possible 
to drive the ball too far since the fairway cuts in dramatically on the right at 120 so a 3 metal off the tee may be 
the club of choice.  From inside of 150 you have an uphill shot to a green that hangs precipitously over a mini-
canyon pinching the hole from the right.  The green is stepped sharply from 5 to 11 so you want to work the ball 
up the slope to below the pin position without leaving yourself a downhill putt coming back.  Lee did provide a 
bail out chipping area long and left which just reiterates the insanity of any unforced error to the right of the 
green.  Making par here is real work. 
 
 
#16 389/354 
 
 Well if you thought that was work wait until you play this next one.  The driving area looks like the first 
300 meters of the downhill at Kitzbuhel.  It his hard to fight the sense of vertigo looking down from the start 
gate at the landing area below.  Your aiming spot is a small rock outcropping and a split rail piece of fence you 
see lodged in the side hill at about 120 yards from the green.  A hard draw to that spot will cling to the hill and 
leave you an almost level approach to the green below.  Anything right will karoom down into the grassy 
depressions below the fairway.  Anything with too much hook will end up lodged in the hay on the hills above 
the cart path.  If you have managed to leave yourself a credible second shot the parrow green sits perched on an 
upslope well below you.  This green has a distinct rise about one third into the green that creates a top shelf that 
looks inviting.  Be careful with a back pin because one foot over the green and your ball is banished to Titleist 
purgatory or beyond.  If the pin is back there you must hit your approach into the slope that defines the 
transition in the green and let it release up to the top tier. 
 
#17 148/125 
 
 With a little floral landscaping this par three could be the postcard hole of the day.  A lovely short carry 
par three with a large segmented green set up on a hill makes for a terrific visual from the teeing ground.  
Bunkers right and left frame the diagonal set of the green and a false front makes this a carry shot all the way.  
The green has three distinct segments- the front ledge, a middle recessed area, and a back shelf above the left 
bunker.  The back position is the most interesting since it is like landing one on the top book shelf in the 
American history section  ten aisles over in the college library.  You have to either turn a draw and run it up into 
that section or hit a very high and soft one over the bunker.  Some grassy hollows back left make for a dicey 
downhill pitch if you miss long.  The other pin locations just require precise club choice and execution-
remember the green is slightly above you and can increment the club choice accordingly. 
 



#18 360/316 
 
 The distance of the hole and wide reception area provided for landing your drive make this hole seem 
deceptively easy.  The green complex will make up for that.  Take a moment to enjoy the resplendent view from 
the tee of the clubhouse on the hill-it is just wonderful tribute to what they have created here.  The bunker on 
the left of the driving area gives you some sense of proportion-from the middle of the fairway adjacent to this 
bunker is about 145 yards to the putting surface.  Hit a nice draw off the right edge of the fairway and you 
should end up with a short club in your hand.  The green is well above you set on a 4 to 10 diagonal with a deep 
bunker protecting the front left and another deep right to help frame the back of the green.  A bail out pitching 
area is provided short and right of the green.  This green is steeply ramped up from front to back so you have to 
carry your approach to the pin location or you can end up with a very long first putt.  A couple of ridges run 
across this green about 1/3 and 2/3 of the way back-this again makes positioning of your approach and putting 
quite the challenge.  As I mentioned above, this green complex can confound you and produce bogies where 
pars were anticipated. 
 


