
Lake Presidential 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

 
 
Architects: Chris Cole and Jeff Potts (2008) 
 
 
Tee  Par Rating Slope Yardage 
Black  72 72.1 137 6725 
Blue  72 70.2 129 6315 
White  72 67.3 122 5660 
 
 
Overview: 
 
 This is a new upscale residential development golf course by the Landmark Land Design company that 
has done places like Kiawah Island, Oak Tree,  PGA West, and Doonbeg. True to their formula they have made 
sure this is a real upscale development with full feature through out-they have skimped on nothing that I can 
see.  Just stand in the pro shop and look out the back window at the pure splendor of the vista presented-this is 
just a brilliant marketing feature-you just can’t wait to see what the rest of the course looks like. 
 
 The architect of the course were in-house guys from Landmark,  but they are obviously people of talent 
because this is one rugged piece of wooded property that he succeeded in presenting as a very scenic and 
playable golf experience. It has much of the up and down feel of Avenel but with a less punitive edge.  Routing 
of the holes are similar, two loops that create interior space that are natural with umpteen housing opportunities 
around outside ring. When all the houses are done I think it will have the unwanted feel of an urban golf setting.  
But for now it is quite a nice experience. 
 
 The course has a nice flow to it-both sides have their difficult stretches in the middle but let up 
considerably on the last two holes to give you a shot of confidence and possible redemption for your scorecard. 
Some of the fairway bunkering is a bit overdone for my taste-long adjacent bunkers that are very visually 
intimidating without adding much real strategic value.  The greens have lots of slope and segmentation, so when 
they get to the point where they can speed them up the putting will be a major challenge.  The high trees and the 
low alcove areas will create places where growing and maintaining the grasses may be a major maintenance 
headache.  There is a section of the back nine which is confined and low to the water table-much like the stretch 
from 10 to 12 at Avenel-this is where the built up heat and humidity-along with little sunlight will present a 
problem. 
 
 That said the back nine is as fine a set of holes as you will see in our area, you will have to play with 
imagination and skill to score well back there.  What I like the most about this place is that there are a number 
of very interesting holes with novel architectural features.  The visual wow factor hits high on the meter a bunch 
of times during your round.  This is a place where you have to focus and maintain your concentration to decide 
what challenges to take on and what to play away from.  The potential for high scores lurks on many, many 
holes-so you have to be smart to maintain a chance at a good score.   
 
 



 
Hole-By-Hole: 
 
#1 Par 4 420/380 
 
 This is a cold slap in the face if you are not “ready to play”.  A long dogear left that is cut through the 
trees and fraught with danger if you are not awake.  You drive to right center and use the far hill to contain and 
turn you shot into the fairway. Now you have a full long club across a transition area to a green that sits on a 4 
to 10 angle  raised slightly above the fairway on the other side of the hazard.  Bunker flanks the front is very 
deep-best shot in would be a draw trying to work up the angle of the green.  You survive this hole giving one 
shot to par and you are doing well. 
 
 
#2 Par 4 365/350 
 
 Now you get a little breathing room with a shortish par four with plenty of surface interest.  Driver to 
center is good-the water on the left will mentally steer you to the right but there is not much room on the right 
of the driving area-another adjacent piece of smootz is hidden by the mound on the right.  The second should be 
150 or less to a raised green that slopes big time from back to front.  This is a long tiered green so you have to 
measure your shot in to get to the appropriate segment where the flag resides.  Don’t ignore the subtle eye 
feature of the funneling wavy flag appearance to the area in front of the green-it is very soothing to look at. 
 
#3 Par 5 515/480 
 
 This is the first hole that makes you kind of shake your head in admiration of their willingness to show 
you something you do not see every day in the states.  The drive is up a steep ramp-one that prompts you to 
swing harder than you should-bringing the left rough into play.  Drive should go over the bunker directly in 
front of you into the up ramp on the other side.  Now you have a totally blind shot over the top of the hill where 
the ball will land on a steep downslope that funnels to the green.  A shaped hard draw and some firm turf you 
might reach the edge from just beyond three-wood range.  Bunkers short and right will catch some over-
ambitious shots in.  Green is pretty deep and runs away from you, so even a short pitch needs to consider 
ground help to slow the ball to end up close.  Very links style look to this one. 
 
#4 Par 3 145/130 
 
 This hole is vastly different if they push you back to the 180 yardage of the back tee.  Green is below 
you so it is probably border line one club less and it is set on the 8 to 2 diagonal to the tee boxes so the front 
bunker has to be traversed if the pin is middle or back.  General slope of the green follows this line so balls on 
the back right will fall off the green to the right.  Sets up for the fade off the tee with the curve following the 
line of the green.   
 
 
#5 Par 4 430/410 
 
 The next three four pars will get your attention in a hurry.  This one is a real bear-a truncated dogear left 
with serious swerve from right to left from the tee to the flagstick.  It seems that they forced this hole into a 



space that was not quite adequate for what they had in mind so the word “fair” will not be on your lips as you 
walk off this green.  You drive into a fairway whose landing area is trimmed on an angle by a nasty transition 
area (sometimes called a furry hazard) so the further right you drive it the more room you have to land your 
drive.  Hit it hard at the right edge of the fairway to have a much better angle at the green and more room to run 
out your driver.  Now the long and narrow green is set way back to the left across the hazard and the full length 
of the green of 42 yards is your working area.  The green is set into a hill on the right so the banking is from the 
right and front to back.  Five is the realistic score for this hole. 
 
#6 Par 4 410/395 
 
 Plays a touch shorter than it previous sister this is a panoramic hole that sweeps below you from right to 
left.  Drive it to center adjacent to the bunker on the left and you will have a longish shot that sets up nicely for 
a draw to a green that is still moving to the left above a long bunker that skirts its left side.  Another pretty long 
green that is shaped like the hole so the right to left approach seems to fit the bill for this approach.  Very pretty 
to the eye-the imminent housing project on the hill may change that. 
 
#7 Par 4 415/405 
 
 This will play much longer than #6 because of the severe uphill on the second.  A truncated par four 
where the driving area is longer on the right then the left-you want to hit it hard at the right edge of the bridge 
you see from the tee that crosses the creek bisecting the driving area.  A hook leads to a big number.  Now you 
have a long club across the hazard and up the hill to a perched green on the right hanging over the creek.  Bail 
out is left and long but the pitch across this wide green is dicey.  Green sits up on the hill so the approach is all 
carry if you are to reach the surface. 
 
 
#8 Par 5 550/540 
 
 The five pars here are very special-lots of visual and strong tactical attributes as well.  You drive to 
center across the dip to a landing area that is pretty generous.  Don’t miss the landing area out of the fairway 
because recovery from either side will give you little chance to advance far down the hole.  No matter the look, 
going for this in two is just silly-the best play is a layup  between 80 and 100 yards to the left.  This gives you a 
good look back at the green set to the right flanked by a long waste bunker.  From the layup you should get an 
aggressive look at this target and a scoring opportunity. 
 
 
#9 Par 3 200/165 
 
 This hole has a bazillion tee boxes and the farther to the right they put you the tougher the angle in to 
this green.  The green sits on a 7 to 1 angle with the water fronting the green and going up the right side as well.  
The two pot bunkers off the left front and the big side hill above it are a disaster to play from so hit this putting 
surface.    Green actually narrows as it moves back and right so the center is your best target on all pins. 
 
 
 
 



#10 Par 4 365/355 
 
 You are not about to start a stretch of holes that I would put up against anything in the Washington 
Metro area.-get something to eat at the turn because there is a very difficult set of holes ahead and you need 
energy to burn.  The first drive on the inward nine is a bit intimidating.  You drive it across the hazard to left 
center of a fairly generous landing area up between some bunkers.  Again, any waywardness on this tee shot 
will be punished.  This very long green is set around some deep bunkers on the left that you must stay out of but 
he gives you plenty of breathing room right of the putting surface to bail out.  The green itself is what makes 
this hole fascinating-it is a shoe tongue that leans toward you in the first third and then down and away from 
you to the left the rest of the way.  The preferred approach is a draw from the right that can work it’s way to the 
pin of the day. 
 
#11 Par 4 370/340 
 
 This is a unique short hole-again has a bit of a links strategy to it you don’t see very often over here.  
The first decision is whether to take on the deep bunker in the center of the fairway at about 110 from the green. 
Best angle to the green set back to the right is from the left of that bunker.  I like a shot that gets to 120 just in 
front of this bunker.  The plateau green has no bunkers around it but it sits raised up like  a Donald Ross gem 
and will reject any shot that does not have enough intent leaving an awkward Pinehurst 2 pitch up to the flag. 
The green sits on a 8 to 2 diagonal to the fairway so keep in mind you do not have much depth for any flag 
position and the one’s to the right require a bit more air time. 
 
#12 Par 3 155/150 
 
 Slight breather on the next two-emphasis on the word slight.  The drive is from an elevated green across 
a transition area to a green pretty much on level to the tee at 135.  The triangular shaped green has three distinct 
pods and each one is a segmented subgreen to itself  with it’s own deep bunkers protecting the approach.  The 
overall slope of the green is right to left so be prepared to see some movement once the ball lands.  The back 
left are the hardest pins to get at so you might play a bit to center if the flag is over there.  This is a majestic shot 
to watch carry to the green-hit a good one to the right green segment and give yourself a chance to be a hero. 
 
#13 Par 5 565/540 
 
 Breath number two here is a long three shotter that should not create any heartburn if you keep it in play. 
Gorgeous view from the precipice tee box to a sufficient landing area below.  Hit it up the left and stay out of 
the lone bunker on the right off the tee.  Lay up area is sandwiched between the bunker at 150 on the left and 
the one at 90 on the right.  What is left is a short one to a shallow green saddled on a diagonal above a serious 
bunker short right of the green.   
 
#14 Par 4 395/365 
 
 OK, rest period is over, the rest of the way you have to be in full attentive mode.  This is a spectacular 
visual downhill par four that gets more enticing the closer you get to the green.  From the high tee ground you 
want to hit a hard draw down the right side to get the full benefit of the pitch of the fairway forward and left 
toward the green.  From there it is just one awesome shot across the edge of string of bunkers into a green that is 
set precariously close to the water hazard on the left.  The right to left approach is best again and you can bail 



right into the bunker if the water is giving you chest pains.  Long green so getting it in the area of the pin is a 
hedge against three putting.  Look back up the hill from the green-quite a sight. 
 
#15 Par 4 420/390 
 
 This next one is Nightmare on Elm Street to the eye but it is actually much more playable than you 
think.  It proves again the talent of these architects to route a hole over very challenging terrain and still make it 
playable.  At this distance uphill it is all you can ask for in a par four.  Drive it up the hill with a draw to turn it 
back to left center and get the best look at the interstellar green constellation  perched up to the right.  You 
probably have 190 playing 210 left across a big grassy gulf to the end of the big dipper which is banked steeply 
from back right to front left and has two halacious bunkers set into the right hill below the green  Missing left is 
no bargain since there is nothing to the left of the bunker left of the green.  The green is set 7 to 1 to your 
approach line so the back right is much more carry than the front left.  I think anything in the first third of the 
green is the place to play from no matter the pin position.  You will walk off this green thinking, that was not as 
bad as I anticipated, unless you spent any time in the front right bunkers. 
 
#16 Par 3 175/160 
 
 Another awesome piece of landscape art.  From the high tee the green seems so accessible below you set 
into the foot of a large hill from the left and back.  Another narrow target set on a diagonal it favors a left to 
right shape to work up the putting surface.  Green has a ridge running from the front left to back right that 
actually helps most shots once on the ground.  Note that the hazard and furry stuff on the right is waiting for any 
mistake right so you bail is into the grassy hillsides on the left. 
 
#17 Par 4 335/285 
 
 This is the hole your macho opponent cannot help himself from taking on and it will give you the lead 
going into the final hole if you have any judgment at all.  The distance and the downhill vending machine chute 
the last 70 yards makes this reachable from the tee.  But the green is set into a water closet on the right, flanked 
by furry unplayables,  and a Cookie Monster bunker at 90 yards is waiting to gobble up any timid attempt at this 
green.  Drive it to 75 on the left center and you have a simple downhill pitch into a sliver of right kidney shaped 
green below you.  This is a great risk and reward hole to play so late in the round. 
 
#18 Par 5 495/475 
 
 This final hole should be a cake walk, that is if you can put your drive on the green turf on the other side 
of the water hazard that flanks the left side of the landing area.  Aim at the center just off the aiming bunker 
they so kindly provided on the right.  Now it is a prudent lay up to around 100 or a macho power draw at the 
right pot bunker turning in toward the long narrow green flanked again by the water on the left.  You should get 
a good birdie chance from a lay up since the green is long in the right direction.  Anything over or right leaves a 
very dicey pitch back at the water.  Bravo, wonderful ending to a very stimulating golf experience. 


